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pleasantly on my memory. They have a reverence for caste
which the northerner lacks, but they have a great deal of
slightly unpolished geniality as well. There is a wild strain
in them, but it is not the wildness of national ferocity. A
purer/motived people it would be difficult to find. In the
Southern temperament is a tang which it is almost impossible
to describe. If the traveller journeys from the south of France
to its northern limits he will experience something of the
difference which I am endeavouring to establish. Bengal is
smooth, sleek and gracious. Madras has a rough skin to its
handshake. Its kindliness is of a rougher texture, but none
the less durable.
And I always think that the physical features of the region
are closely allied to the temperament of the people. There is
a broad strip of good cultivation along the eastern shoreline.
Here the nce/grower is happy. Rivers wash down from the
Eastern Ghats giving drainage and fertility to the soil. The
cultivator's implements are heavier and rougher, however,
than m Bengal. And he is less nimble and more rigid.
There is an austerity about him and his environment which is
absent farther north. The Bengali fields are fat and deep/
soiled. They have great reserves of clay and silt; their limbs
are sumptuously upholstered. In the south the grain of the
soil is coarser and less kindly. It demands a harsher tillage
and a stronger plough. Behind it is not a million years of
fertile sedimentation.
And when one explores the Eastern Ghats one finds
evidences of great natural cruelty. Volcanic ash tells of
mountain vomitings that must have obscured the sun and
poisoned the air for hundreds of miles. The hills are gaunt
and sharp/edged. Their wind sculpture is shallow and bitter.
Tufted glasses wave on desolate spaces, and even when you
stoop to pluck a flower its hemp/like stem has a resentful
strength. In from the Bay of Bengal come banks of souring
mist which cod like constricting snakes around peak and
ravine. When the monsoon breaks the rivers carry more grit